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Geography education aims to teach students how the world works. This is an important 

ambition, but, given the current global issues, it can no longer be considered sufficient. In 

order to make sense of the fast changing world, with issues such as climate change and food 

security, geography education also needs to look ahead. What future times can be expected, 

based on current knowledge? And what alternative ‘futures’ can be thought of, if not only 

knowledge is used, but also imagination? What futures are preferred, by whom and why? 

And what could be first steps in the preferred direction?  

 

For the exploration of such questions, geography education offers students a suitable 

knowledge and skill base. Students can learn to consider future worlds, from local to global, 

taking into account multiple dimensions such as nature, culture, economy and politics. The 

geography education literature offers concepts and innovative approaches that can support 

futures-oriented geography teaching and learning, but these are currently underused. In many 

lessons, the description and explanation of the current world leaves little room for the 

exploration of futures. A scientific discipline that can be of help is futures studies and its 

subdiscipline, futures education. In these fields, concepts and approaches are being developed 

that stimulate the study, imagination, and evaluation of multiple futures.  

 

This dissertation intends to clarify how school geography can become more futures oriented, 

by integrating expertise from the field of futures studies and futures education in geography 

education.  

 

 

 

 


